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Background:

Both Musashi (the little kid—NO, he’s not THAT Musashi) and his dad (the adult) practice kendo. In a previous chapter, Musashi’s dad had fought a bout with a man named Kunihiko Todo. During the bout, Todo did a very strong thrust technique. Luckily Musashi’s dad dodged it. The thrust was so powerful that Todo’s sword punched a hole in the wall. (Cell 4 of Page 1 is a flashback to this.) 

Note:

I chose to keep a few Japanese terms, both out of sheer laziness (^_^) and because they are commonly used by kendo practitioners even in the US (and other parts of the world).

Shinai = Bamboo practice sword

Tsuki = Thrust

Dojo = Training hall

Kenshi = Swordsman, kendo practitioner

PAGE 1

CELL 1:

Musashi: 
What would’ve happened if that tsuki hit you?

CELL 2:

Dad: 

……

CELL 3:

Musashi:
You know, back at the Masakizaka dojo in Yagyu…

CELL 4:

Musashi:
I saw Todo’s shinai stick right into the pillar!

Musashi:
What’d happen if that tsuki hit dad’s THROAT?
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CELL 1:

Musashi:
Someone who can do that ain’t human! You’re strong, dad, but’re you sure you can fight 

somethin’ like that?

CELL 2:

Dad:

Musashi…

Dad:

There was someone else who could do the same tsuki technique even better than Todo.

CELL 3:

Musashi:
WHAT?!

CELL 4:

Dad:

During the Showa era, there was a swordsman named Chujiro Yamamoto. From the time 

he was a child, he practiced tsuki on an empty can hung by a string.

CELL 5:

Dad:

One day, an old man passed by.

CELL 6:

Dad:

He took the shinai from Chujiro, and thrust at the can so fast you couldn’t even see it!
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CELL 1:

Dad:

Well, it LOOKED like the shinai hit the can, but the can didn’t even move.

CELL 2:

Dad:

But when Chujiro looked at it, he saw…

Chujiro:
!!

CELL 3:

Dad:

The shinai had punched a hole completely through the can!

CELL 4:

Dad:

That old man was probably really the ex-captain of the third troop of the Shinsengumi, 

Hajime Saito, who was living somewhere in the area.

Dad:

The Shinsengumi were a feared group of assassins in Kyoto during the revolution, and 

Hajime Saito was one of their top swordsmen.

CELL 5:

SFX:

gulp
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CELL 1:

Dad:

I heard that story from Kunihiko Todo back when I was in school.

Dad:

Ever since then, Todo has thought differently from all the other kenshi.

CELL 2:

Dad:

He believed that if you truly master the sword…
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Dad:

you can cut with a shinai the same as with a real sword.

